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A Philosophically Analyzing of “Kansai Folk” Movement
(1969-1971)
— Under The Comparison of
Nobuyasu Okabayashi and Bob Dylan —

Kenji Morita

ABSTRACT

In the latter half of the 1960s, many folk singers with anti-
establishment thought appeared in Japan. They lived in Osaka or
Kyoto, so they were called “Kansai Folk” singers. They pointed out
various social contradiction and acted as the spokesmen of the weak in
Japan which became rich on the economic side. Their songs were often
sung in the demonstrations of the citizen’s group and student group.

“All-Japan Folk Jamboree” was held three times (in 1969, 1970 and
1971), and as for that period the “Kansai Folk” was so popular and
supported by many young people.

There were many talented musicians there, but in this thesis, we
want to research the most attractive one, Nobuyasu Okabayashi.
He was called “Japanese Bob Dylan” because he wrote a lot of great
protest songs. Through the comparison of Bob Dylan, Tomoya
Takaishi and Okabayashi, we discuss what kind of social meaning is in
Okabayashi’s songs. And we try to know the reason why Okabayashi
stopped writing protest songs after 1971.

Keywords : social thought; intellectual history; popular culture; folk music.
JEL Classification Numbers : N0O; Z13.
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