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A Recreation/Reconstruction of Junichiro Tanizaki’s
Shunkin-sho as a Stage Play:
How to Adapt Shunkin-sho for a Stage

Yoshie Endo

Abstract

Problems of the Stage Adaptation of Junichird Tanizaki’s A Portrait of Shunkin

#¢Z¥ Shun-kin, a stage adaptation of Junichird Tanizaki's novel, A Portrait of Shunkin
(Shunkin-sho) and In Praise of Shadows (Inei raisan) written and directed by Simon
McBurney, which T saw last July, did not sufficiently convey the original texts’ aesthetic
structures and themes. How then, can one stage the original texts successfully?

First, Sasuke’s narrative, which eventually merged with the narrator “I,” should consist
itself as the matrix of other embedded narratives—the one in “The Life of Mozuya Shunkin™s
and Teru Shigisawa's—in place of the professional story-teller in McBurney's play. Sasuke/ “I”
narrative will be foregrounded for the spectator/ audience to decode it retro-actively by the
feedback loop of other narratives.

Second, Sasuke’s masochism could be portrayed through this embedded structure of the
narratives because such narrative style amounts to or suggests infinite regress, anticipation, and
deference, which are the distinctive characteristics of masochism. Third, Tanizaki's aesthetics
exhibited in A Portrait of Shunkin and In Praise of Shadows, which is also closely related to
masochism, could be presented more effectively through the staging devices of a subtle
lightening and a use of Kurogo (stagehands dressed in black) and puppets, common in the
Japanese Puppet Theatre (Ningyo-Joruri).

Lastly, how one can transmit Tanizaki's specific writing style onto the stage? Tanizaki's
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style during this period, characterized by the minimum of punctuation, presents flat, even two
dimensional space, rather than the three dimensional space typical of Western Theatre. For
staging such a space, one may adapt the theatrical devices of the Japanese classical theatre
such as Noh, Puppet Plays, and Kabuki. To sum up, staging Tanizaki’s texts may call for an

assimilation with skilled staging devices adopted in the Japanese classical, traditional theatre.
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The task of being her guide was not confined to leading her here and there by the hand;
one had to see to all the little details of her daily life—eating and drinking, getting up and
going to bed, taking baths, going to the lavatory, and the like. And because Sasuke had
been responsible for these duties ever since her childhood, and understood all her
idiosyncrasies, no one else could manage them to suit her. It was in this sense, rather than
the physiological, that Sasuke was indispensable.

Moreover, at home in Dosho-machi Shunkin had been subject to the restraining
influence of her parents and her brothers and sisters, but as the head of her own household
her fastidiousness and waywardness went from bad to worse. Sasuke’s duties became still
more demanding.

For certain further details, which were naturally omitted from the Z/7&, I am indebted to
Shigizawa Teru. “Even in the lavatory my mistress never washed her own hands,” she told
me. “Shunkin was not in the habit of doing things like that for herself—they were all done

by Sasuke. He even bathed her."”

HMFHEIZDBAADZ L, BEEDTF LR ENTWT, FEXDZ S5 IKIT %\, B

14) Junichiro Tanizaki, Seven Japanese Tales (translated by Howard Hibbett, New York: Vintage
Books, 1963), 42-43.
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