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Dolphin Watching in Itsuwa-machi, Amakusa, Kumamoto

Daryl Masao Arakaki + Tetsuo Teruya

ABSTRACT

A community of about 200 Indo-Pacific Bottlenose Dolphins
live in the waters off of Itsuwamachi in Amakusa City,
Kumamoto Prefecture. Since 1993, the local fishermen have
conducted dolphin watching tours as a business. This
research note will introduce and discuss the dolphin watching
in Amakusa as one example of ecotourism.
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1) Miki Shirakihara, Kunio Shirakihara, Jyunji Tomonaga, Megumi Takatsuki, A Resident
Population of Indo-Pacific Bottlenose Dolphins (Tursiops Aduncus) in Amakusa,
Western Kyushu, Japan, MARINE MAMMAL SCIENCE, 18(1) :30-41 (January 2002).

2) FEFEDJE L © “responsible travel to natural areas that conserves the environment,
sustains the well-being of the local people, and involves interpretation and education”
(TIES, 2015). http://www.ecotourism.org/what-is-ecotourism
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3) HATZav—1Y XAH4AHP: http//www.ecotourism.gr.jp/index.php/what/

4) Erich Hoyt, Whale Watching, ENCYCLOPEDIA OF MARINE MAMMALS (2002) at
1305-1310.

5) KU, 227 - ot v F %1 F7 2, (2002) at 120.
6) KO, 727 - £ HKEFH (2005) at 253.
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7) Miki Shirakihara, Kunio Shirakihara, Jyunji Tomonaga, Megumi Takatsuki, A Resident
Population of Indo-Pacific Bottlenose Dolphins (Tursiops Aduncus) in Amakusa,
Western Kyushu, Japan, MARINE MAMMAL SCIENCE, 18(1) :30-41 (January 2002).
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9) Amakusa Treasure Island Tourism Association: http://www.t-island.jp/en/amazing/

dolphins.html

10) 4 VA< ¥ 77— KOHP : http://im-world.jp/ship_info.html

11) REHBOURELTY 7 ¥ a v 75 ¥ (CER2THE~TFH304EE) © http//www.city.amakusa.
kumamoto.jp/pagel368.html
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