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The Diary of Nicholas II, 1917-1918

HIRONO Y OSHIHIKO

ABSTRACT

Nicholas II, the last emperor of Russia, was widely known for keeping
diaries almost every day. The purpose of this article is to describe the
February revolution, his abdication, and the confinement after that, mainly
relying on his diaries. But generally, they contain concise descriptions of his
public and private life. We can seldom find what the last tsar thought at that
time. Therefore, other historical materials, including the memoir of the
French ambassador in Russia (1914-1917), Maurice Paléologue and so on, are
used to make up for this defect.

Until the revolution broke out, Nicholas II had rejected the demand of
political parties in Russia and also Allied Powers to organize a kind of the
parliament system to effectively mobilize all the resources to the World War 1.
He persistently insisted that the principle of autocracy must be preserved. At
the same time, he did not listen to the criticism that the bad reputation of
Rasputin, the friend of the emperor and empress, had eroded his rule. At the
last moment, he abdicated not for his son, the crown prince but for his brother.
Because he did not want to be separated from his son, because of his
hemophilia.

After the abdication, he and his family had lived for about a year and a
half under the house arrest in Tsarskoye Selo, Tobolsk, and Ekaterinburg. He
had been interested in the war. He hoped the victory. So, he got very angry
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at the singing of the separate peace with Germany. He feared that the
Bolshevik government might force him to approve it. But he did not write in

the diary what had been wrong with his rule in detail.
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