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My Way to Dialogical Studies:
A Pilgrimage to one Educational Theorist’s Inner World

INOUE MAMORU

ABSTRACT

What lead some people to write their autobiographical works ?
One of the most important factors is seemingly that they’d like to make
other persons and themselves understand better how and why they
have come to their present thoughts or standpoints by narrating their
processes of lives. Because a person often feels it difficult to recall
his/her process of life vividly and objectively enough, while he/she is
in the midst of fighting with one or another important problem in his/
her life, autobiographical descriptions seem to be often written in his/
her somewhat peaceful time, for example, in his/her old age or a “lull”
in his/her life.
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This paper also represents my autobiographical description
which narrates how I discovered the significance of writing style in the
study of educational anthropology and lately came to express my
studies by means of dialogical writing style. The whole description
consists of three periods , divided according to the characteristics of
my studies.

From the early years to the middle years of my 30’s, I used to
study more various kinds of thinkers than my student days, while
feeling uneasy, because I sometimes found some conflicts between
their thoughts and contents of my own life.

From the last years of my 30’s to the early years of my 40’s, I
gained more reflections about the contents of my life, but I couldn’t
find the suitable writing style and didn’t have enough courage to
express them.

From about the middle years of my 40’s, I daringly began to
express my own reflections by means of dialogical writing style,
finding that this style was much more suitable to express what I wanted
to express than monological style. In this way, I continue reflecting
and writing with a kind of satisfactory sense till now.

The whole description of this paper itself is written in a
dialogical style.
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