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Rethinking the 1960 Security Treaty “Disturbances”

SAKO SUSUMU

ABSTRACT

Under Prime Minister Hatoyama Ichiro, the Japanese
government approched the U.S. to revise inequalities in the 1952.
Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Security between Japan and the
United States. The momentum for revision picked up under Prime
Minister Kishi Nobusuke and Foreign Minister Fujiyama Aiichiro but
was met by fierce opposition. Some say this opposition derived from
anti-American nationalism related to the problem of American military
bases in Japan and the exposure of a Japanese fishing boat to a U.S.
thermonuclear test. They also note the changing geopolitical
environment of détente promoted by Soviet Prime Minisiter
Khrushchev. This article will investigate these issues and rethink the
causes of "Anpo Sodo" (the 1960 Security Treaty “Disturbances”).
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