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The Masochistic Psychodynamic in
Mizoguchi Kenji's Zangiku Monogatari

Yoshie Endo

Abstract

In Mizoguchi's Zangkiku Monogatari (The Story of the Last Chrysanthemums, 1939),
the masochistic dynamic of desire constitutes the film’s psychodynamics. The discussion
focuses on the formation of character identity and the strategy of masochistic performance
that centralizes the representation of woman in this film and the structure of the gaze.

The masochistic mode of desire observed in Otoku and Kikunosuke, the major
characters of the film, depends upon the transformation of sexual identity and multiple
character function. In order to present the interplay of masochistic mode of desire observed
in Otoku and Kikunosuke, Mizoguchi utilizes the kabuki plays that display various levels of
masochistic fantasy, and successfully transforms them into a coherent structure of
masochistic psychodynamic.
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W. Norton, 1989), p. 5.
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16) Leo Bersani, A Future for Astyanax: Character and Desire in Literature (New York: Columbia
University Press, 1984), p. 29.

17) Gilles Deleuze, Masochism: Coldness and Cruelty (New York: Zone Books, 1991), pp. 37-38.

18) Ibid., 21. Deleuze {& Sacher-Masoch {22 WTED & 9 129 4
“Masoch is animated by a dialectical spirit... by the whole technique of dialectical reversal, disguise,
and reduplication.... Dialectic does not simply mean the free interchange of discourse, but implies
transpositions and displacements of this kind resulting in a scene being enacted simultaneously on
several levels with reversals and reduplication in the allocation of roles and discourse.”
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19) Alain Robbe-Grillet, For a New Novel translated by Richard Howard (Evanston: Northwestern
University), p. 61.
"Wherever there is distance, separation, doubling, cleavage there is the possibility of experiencing
them as suffering, then raising this suffering to the height of sublime necessity. A path toward a
metaphysical beyond. . . . Under the appearance of perpetual motion, it actually petrifies the universe
in a sonorous malediction. There can no longer be any question of seeking some remedy for our
misfortune, once tragedy convinces us to love it."

20) Theodor Reik, Masochism in Modern Man, translated by Margaret H. Beigel and Gertrud M. Kurth
(New York: Farrar, Straus and Company, 1949), p. 398.
“Psychology, before Freud, had no methods to deal with the problem of suffering. The study of
neurosis gave rise to the psychological question of the significance of suffering connected with
unconscious pleasure. Masochism as a sexual perversion appeared as a mysterious phenomenon
because suffering was conceived as the instinctual aim. The very old question as to the sense of
suffering was not replaced by the hitherto unnoticed question of the nature of the pleasure in suffering,
of its psychological preconditions and its hidden aims.”

21) Tbid., p. 160.
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