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Tempo Reforms and Changes of Accounting System
in Choshu-Han

Takeshi Gunji

ABSTRACT

Although Hagi-han mainly behaved within the Hagi-han's
domain itself in early Edo period, the han had to behave
externally at Edo, Kyoto and Osaka and others in late Edo
period. Thus the han came to be often so called Choshu-
Han. Hagi-han was the parent han of which controlled some
subsidiary hans.

In late Edo period Choshu-han originated special account
so called “Buikukyoku account” separated from general
accounts of Choshu-han. Moreover the special account was
separated from general accounts and given special position
for feudal lord. Thus general accountant could not depend
upon the fund of the Buikukyoku.

Choshu-han’s general administrators suffered from
enormous debts, especially during the Tempo era. They
drew up Receipts and Disbursements plans (budgets) and
ordered thrift for vasal and peoples in efforts to pay off the
enormous debt. On the other hand, the Buikukyoku was
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able to lay the foundations for overcoming the difficulties of
the coming Meiji-Restoration at the end of the Edo period.

This paper examines the changes of accounting system of
Choshu-Han during Tempo-Kouka (1830-1847), Kaei (1848-
1853) and Ansei (1854-1859) eras.
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