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the Bakumatsu and Restoration Period

Takeshi Gunji

ABSTRACT

At early bakumatsu period (the end of the Edo period),
especially during the Tenpo era (1830-1844), the Choshu-Han
(domain) embarked on reforms of han's administration. The
Buiku system, which has been built as special business
account system in the previous Horeki era (1751-1763), was
separated and independed from general accounts system
(Shotaikata, main account) during the Tenpou era. Thus, it
came to be more powerful and comprehensively implemented.

During the Bunkyu era (1861-1863), the spirit of the Joi
movement, which means the campaign to expel foreigners,
grew nationwide. In May of the Bunkyu 3rd year (1863),
the U.S. French, and Dutch ships passing through the
Shimonoseki Straits were bombarded to expel the foreigners.
Furthermore, in the first year of the Genji era, a combined
fleet of four nations attacked Shimonoseki under the
leadership of Great Britain. After that, the wars continued
until the Battle of the Meiji Restoration.
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This paper follows the change of the accounting system in
the Choshu Han during the wars (1863-1869), and considers
its implications in terms of Shotaikata accounts (general
accounts) and Buikukyoku accounts (special business
accounts).
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