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The Diary of Alexandra Fedrovna, 1917-1918

HIRONO Y OSHIHIKO

ABSTRACT

Alexandra Fedorvna was the last empress of the Romanov
dynasty. She was notorious not only for the connection with
Gregory Efimovich Rasputin, who tried to intervene the
nomination of ministers in his own interests by influencing her
Majesty. But also she was criticized for stubbornly persistent in
helping her husband, Nicholas II to retain a divine right of ruling
the Russian empire and refuse to respond to the social demand for
constitutional rule, which finally demised the dynasty.

She kept a private diary in English. Because she was
educated in England in her youth, though she was born as a
princess in Hessen-Darmstadt, Germany. A portion of it remains,
and was translated into Russian and published. The period of the
published is from February 1917 to July 1918, when many
important historical events such as Abdication of Nicholas II,
February Revolution, October Revolution, and Peace with
Germany occurred. And finally, all the Nicholas family was
executed in July 1918.

The purpose of this article is to describe the last two years of
the life of this royal family, depending upon not only the succinct
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diary of Aleksandra but also other resources such as the diary of
her husband and the memoirs of people surrounding her. During
this period, her family had been under house arrest first at Tsarkoe-
Selo, near the capital, then at Toborisk, and finally at Ekaterinburg
in Siberia.

In this helpless situation, she was said to never complain and
try to lead a normal life, caring for husband, children, and others.
She was often blamed for narrow-mindedness because of her
devoted belief in God. But in the hardest time, supported by the
belief in the grace of God, she played the leading part in the
family.
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