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Marking Consonants: “A Vocabulary List of the Korean
Language (#3577 2)” and the Japanese notations of the

Korean language in the late seventeenth-century Tsushima Island

Kim Moon-Hee

“A Vocabulary List of the Korean Language”, made in Tsushima, Japan in
around 1696, is a list of Korean vocabulary including the Japanese orthography
of the Korean words on the list. It exists as a two-and-a-half- page appendix to
the tentatively titled “Codes for Receiving Joseon Envoys and Interpreters on the
Tsushima Island (i JFEREHERT.ZIKEE)” at the Historical and Folk Archives of
Tsushima (xf 5 S ERBEEHE) . On the vocabulary list, Japanese and Korean
annotations for each Korean word follow under the sample Korean words and
sentences. Also, in the descriptions and annotations in Korean, sometimes
Katakana is used.

The notable characteristics of the consonants in “A Vocabulary List of the
Korean Language” are the hypercorrection of the “d” palatalization, the
“d-sound” and the “g-sound” which had no nasal sounds, and the “ 4 (z) -sound”
which is generally believed to have been lost from the 15th to the late 16th
century and is seen in the “A Vocabulary List of Korean Language”, the material
of the late 17th century.

By specifically examining the consonants in the Japanese orthography of
the Korean language in “A Vocabulary List of Korean Language”, this paper can
shed new light on the historical phonetic and phonological studies of the Korean

language.



