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The Acquisition of Strategic Bases and Britain in East Asia during the Late Nineteenth
Century: A Comparison of the Occupation of Port Hamilton and the Lease of Wei-hai-wei

OzAKI YOSUKE

ABSTRACT

The most important feature of the international politics during the late
nineteenth century was Anglo-Russian antagonism from Near East to Central
Asia. Great Britain acquired Hong Kong through the Treaty of Nanking, a
peace treaty that ended the Opium War of 1840-1842. Britain subsequently
developed it into the strategic base in East Asia, thereby increasing their
interest in China. However, Russia’s gradual increase of influence in China
during the late nineteenth century forced Britain to acquire a new stronghold.

In 1885, after the Panjdeh Incident in Afghanistan, the British
Government ordered the China Squadron, the Royal Navy in East Asia, to
occupy Port Hamilton (Komundo ), a small group of islands off the southern
coast of the Korean Peninsula, to confront Russia in April of 1885. However,
to resist the British invasion, Russia took some countermeasures, such as the
prospective occupation of Port Lazaref on the North-East coast of the Korean
Peninsula. Thus, the relations between Britain and Russia became such that
the slightest provocation could have triggered a war in East Asia. However,
when the antagonism between the two nations in Afghanistan was settled,
Britain decided to withdraw from Port Hamilton. Furthermore, Russia ceased
its unyielding stand against Britain and their clash in East Asia was avoided.

Nevertheless, nearly a decade later, Russia took advantage of the German

occupation of Kiaochou Bay and leased Port Arthur and Dalian. Britain,



threatened that Russia would expand its political and military muscles in
China, shifted its focus to China and leased Wei-hai-wei, a city in the eastern
Shantung Peninsula, for maintaining the balance of power in China.

In this thesis, I examined the following three similarities between the
1885 occupation of Port Hamilton and the 1898 lease of Wei-hai-wei: the
British policy towards Russia, the difference of views between the British
government and commanders and local officials, and the Anglo-Japanese
relations. I believe that a comparison of these similarities will provide a
better understanding of the specific characteristics of international politics in

East Asia during the late nineteenth century.
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1) Kwong Chi Man and Tsoi Yiu Lun, Eastern Fortress: A Military History of Hong Kong,
1840-1970 (Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press ), 2014, pp.3-4.

2) A T18904ERICBIT 24 FY ZADWT ¥ 7 BUK & P EHRPK — hE#RR 7 ) —~ ~
MV S A7z A — 1 (TBaaRERE RS 9512% . 20094F). 1~ 2 ¥,

3) Kwong and Tsoi, Eastern Fortress, p4. Bl 213, &#EH» 5 1 T121,303km, 1)1
FCIX1,915km, 7T T4 A b7 FTlE2,655kmTH %o
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4) G. A. Lensen, Balance of Intrigue: International Rivalry in Korea and Manchuria,
1884-1899 ( Tallahassee: University Press of Florida, 1982).

5) /MMRBETE (19144 ¥V AS LT V7] (Bitth, 20134E). Zol3. HARIIZ
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SALRFHREF - R) 2605, 19774 3 H). LHish TEXRHEFL 2R -y o
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(MBuR e L] 59675 20164E 8 ). [EXRHEMFEZDCHAF) ZAORT VT
Bk (1) — 18804 T ¥ T EIBEBIR &L N T Y A - 47 - 787 —— | ([BuR#E
kel 59795, 20164F 9 H) OWEZ —HFIH L7z

6) lan Nish, “The Royal Navy and the Taking of Weihaiwei, 1898-1905" (Mariner’s
Mirror, 54), 1968.

7) ERESHE [ A4 ) A QBRI VT (ITEEERFZE] 45 6 5. 19604E10H ).

8) Lo L ¥t v offgtid. EICRSHEL AESHOBT IOV TR Tw 25, 2
NoZOoDHEFIOFP R RLHE T OV TOFTRIE T L IET LR\
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HE»o0FRITEI DB L TW, 1875 7 H. A4 F1) A b E ik
REISET IV 7Ly K+ 54 % — (SirAlfled Philip Ryder) 1. 27D

9) lan Nish(ed.), British Documents On Foreign Affairs, Part.1, Series E, Asia, 1860-
1914, Volume 1, Korea, Japan and North-East Asia, 1860-1878 (University Publication
of America, 1993), Memorandum on the Russian Settlement of Vladivostok, Doc.305.
(LLF. BDOFA, vol.1 £ Wsil)
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10) Tan Nish(ed.), British Documents On Foreign Affairs, Part.1, Series E, Asia, 1860-
1914, Volume2, Korea, the Ryukyu Islands, and North-East Asia, 1860-1878
(University Publication of America, 1993), Sir Harry Parks to the Earl of Derby, 25
July, 1875, Doc.2. (LN, BDOFA, vol.2 L W)

11) BDOFA, vol.2, Vice-Admiral Ryder to the Secretary to the Admiralty, 20 July, 1875,
Doc.12.

12) Sneh Mahajan, British Foreign Policy, 1874-1914 (London and New York: Routledge,
2002), pp.75-76.
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(Sir Alexander Buller) HEHEKFE] T E S N4 V2GR fod, I %

13) Lensen, Balance of Intrigue, pp.707-8.

14) Terrell D. Gottschall, By Order of the Kaiser: Otto von Diederichs and the Rise of the
Imperial German Navy, 1865-1902 ( Annapolis: Naval Institute Press, 2003), pp.156-7.

15) FO46/485/245, Sir Ernest Satow to the Marquess of Salisbury, 1 December, 1898.
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16) PRO30/33/6/10, Buller to Satow, 26 December, 1898.

17) lan Ruxton(ed.), The Diaries of Sir Ernest Satow: British Minister in Tokyo 1895-
1909, A Diplomat Return to Japan (North Carolina: Lulu Press, 2010), pp.223-4.
T=3FA N F by (BMEEZF) [7—F A - HF I AEHET] G ADHK
. 19894F) . 305-306 5,

18) British Parliamentary Papers, China 23, Correspondence respecting Foreign
Concessions in China, 1898-99 (Ireland: Irish University Press, 1971), No.39. (LA
T\ BPP LWL

19) FRHEAESC MoRgGERE R - o> 7 & [ 1896 —1935] (F iR AR RS,
20124F), 199-202H,
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20) BPP 23, Sir C. MacDonald to the Marquess of Salisbury, 17 December, 1897, No.22.

21) lan Nish(ed.), British Documents On Foreign Affairs, Part.1, Series E, Asia, 1860-
1914, Volume 6, Japan and North-East Asia, 1890-1899 (University Publication of
America, 1993), Admiral Sir A. Buller to Admiralty, 3 January, 1898, Doc.300. (LLF
BDOFA, vol.6 & W&FE); BPP 23, Sir C. MacDonald to the Marquess of Salisbury, 20
December, 1897, No.23.

22) BPP 23, Mr. Goschen to the Marquess of Salisbury, 23 December, 1897, No.28.
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24) BPP 23, The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir N. O'Conor, 12 January, 1898, No.48.

25) BPP 23, Sir C. MacDonald to the Marquess of Salisbury, 7 March, 1898, No.96.
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26) BPP 23, The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir C. MacDonald, 7 March, 1898, No.95.
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FHER T2,

28) Hansard, Parliamentary Debates, 4" series, vol.297, ¢969.

29) BDOFA, vol.2, Vice-Admiral W. Dowell to the Secretary to the Admiralty, 18 May,
1875, Doc.189.

30) ADMI125/86, Vice-Admiral and Commander-in-chief W. Dowell to the Secretary to the
Admiralty, 19 May, 1885, NO.212.
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34) ADMI25/86, Confidential, Vice-Admiral Hamilton to the Secretary of the Admiralty, 7
December, 1885.

35) BDOFA, vol.2, Confidential, The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir P. Currie, 19 March,
1886, Doc.261.

36) BDOFA, vol.2, Vice-Admiral W. Dowell to the Secretary to the Admiralty, 2 June, 1885,
Doc.154; BPP 5, Earl Granville to Mr. O’Conor, 27 April, 1885, No.11.

37) BDOFA, vol.2, Doc.261.



14 ER R

AW HE ORI KR E CTRHEL TW72As, WEBISAREN B O Wik % 520
ANTWoze TOEHIT, A F) ABMF S RE LR EEALZTo 72013
HERDO AT, LEOETRBBORILIEE ISHB 2 b DIZEFL Twvo /2

(Z) AXVURICHTZEBEHEECOVTORI

18984 1 H#IM, ~ 2 FF v FEEREAMIE 7 5 — P EEPK R 45 1t L
T MBI B 20 IOV TOBERE RO, 77 —13RIH, K
ML EE S EDHIC R R o I TH B EH )M A FY R LRI
Lo TREZDIF, BTALIMOONILERZ A FUABHAT LI LT
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Y EHOF IR BRIC 2 5 2 L R R R LD 5 120

B ORERRO 7 4 vV Y 2 TV FREIFAEA, i O w5k

38) Arthur J. Marder, The Anatomy of British Sea Power: A History of British Naval Policy
in the Pre-Dreadnought Era, 1880-1905 (London: Frank Cass, 1940), p.305.

39) Nish, “The Royal Navy and the taking of Weihaiwei, 1898-1905", p.45.

40) Marder, The Anatomy of British Sea Power, p.309.
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7 % 7 (Arthur James Balfour) X, B ¥ 72582 B0l 2 PeE L7z
CEICHLTAF) RZIROZODITH D) B EH Lh%BIRL 2T
TohwnwekFERELL,
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WD EIALZER 2 2 L2 MWTHIE2LMELT, B TH
WIEZ T 52 L 2RO T, A XV ADPNT VA% EDBDIC,
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LTy A XY ADEEICEEZ R 2w, wNHIsIcTH L 2w
CLEHETLI L,

Tholze NV 74 7 [IRIEOEA P EBHRFICHST 2237 2 X - F
T NI = EZ BT TR BMRIZB T EA4F) A0RRZEST

41) T.G.Otte, “Wee-Ah-Wee'?: Britain at Weihaiwei, 1898-1930", Greg Kennedy(ed.),
British Naval Strategy East of Suez, 1900-2000 (London and New York: Frank Cass,
2005), pp.8-10.
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(Nicholas R. O'Conor) B#ERMFA2BLTL TV 4 I IHMMIMEZ 720 L
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AT 4T 7, RIEOEHEST Y 7ICE > TIEFICEETH)., A
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ATERBLLVWIETHD, TR LTWDEDIZA FY ZABAF7ZT
THHELT, V= ARN) OREIZES DL L7z £D9H 2T,
AT 4 3 7R & R ASERE & FREO - DI I N L7159 Lk

15)
7%

42) G. P. Gooch and Harold Temperley (ed.), British Documents on the Origins of the War,
1898-1914, Vol.1, The End of Splendid Isolation (London: H.M.S.0., 1927) Mr. A. J.
Balfour to Sir C. MacDonald, 19 March, 1898, No.32. (LA'F. BD & W43E)

43) Otte, “Wee-Ah-Wee'?: Britain at Weihaiwei, 1898-1930’, p.10.

44) BD, The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir N. O’Conor, 22 March, 1898, No.36.

45) BD, Sir N. O'Conor to The Marquess of Salisbury, 23 March, 1898, No.37.
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G S %24 H17TH. 79~ 4 v (Granville Leveson-Gower, 2™
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WAL SN D S LTIV ONGWEBEE LA, £i7-TH

46) BD, The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir C. MacDonald, 25 March, 1898, No.39.

47) BDOFA, vol.2, Confidential. Ext.5, Earl Granville to Mr. Plunkett, 17 April, 1885,
Doc.136.

48) BDOFA, vol.2, Mr. Plunkett to Earl Granville, 23 April, 1885, Doc.152.
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5 H10HICIE, I —F—BERBEAME2S 75 v v MElc, H#EM
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L. A 3—F—0ERICEHKZER 227,

FHEFRIEEL T2 Lid, /XY APEE AL 2O
FIZ, g Y THAINIHRL T EED E 20l FEHT LD L

49) BDOFA, vol.2, Confidential, Mr. Plunkett to Earl Granville, 23 April, 1885, Doc.137.

50) FO46/329/121, Confidential, Mr. Plunkett to Earl Granville, 27 April, 1885. SCH O
ISR AYINEE,

51) BDOFA, vol.2, Confidential. Ext.6, Earl Granville to Mr. Plunkett, 23 April, 1885,
Doc.139.

52) FO46/331/158, Very Confidential, Mr. Plunkett to Earl Granville, 5 June, 1885.
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186FE8 H. B3 7DV 2 Ay A 7WERKENT Y THEA ST 7 THEE
IZRoT&7 COFMICHLT, 797y MI [Pz A% a3 7iHK
EASHARBHFICIEY) # ANLHTI —a v S0 LEFE L72A, HADA

FYRH L TR VFELZFH>TWE I L E2E#LOT, 2L IDi
TdHo T, WHELRD B AEWIEEZY Y L] La vy 7T L TR
HIERRZ AR 72 2 L 2 BB IS L2, 20X, 4 F) R

53) FO46/331/173, Very Confidential, Mr. Plunkett to Earl Granville, 23 June, 1885.

54) FO46/332/176, Very Confidential, Mr. Plunkett to the Marquess of Salisbury, 3 July,
1885.

55) Ibid., 23 June, 1885.

56) FO46/332/23, Confidential, Mr. Plunkett to the Marquess of Salisbury, 14 July, 1885.

57) BDOFA, vol.2, Confidential, Mr. Plunkett to Earl of Iddesleigh, 30 August, 1886,
Doc.304.
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58) BD, Sir E. Satow to The Marquess of Salisbury, 26 March, 1898, No.40.
59) BD, The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir E. Satow, 31 March, 1898, No.45.
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60) [HAYARCHE] 453154 1 . 37130, BD, Note Verbale, 2 April, 1898, No.46.

61) BD, Sir E. Satow to The Marquess of Salisbury, 4 April, 1898, No.48.

62) [HASZECH] 53054 1, 38130H.

63) [HARSzCH] 364 1 37930H,

64) [HAS 2 CH] #31% % 1 M. 401 L. BPP 23, The Marquess of Salisbury to
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