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Another Interpretation on the Location of Yamatai

in the Gishiwajinden in the Sanguozhi

Shosuke Tanaka

[Abstract]

The location of the country of Yamatai is still a matter of academical controversy.

The conventional theories concerned are divided in two, one is the Kinki-theory and the
other is the Kytishii-theory. Only recently the former is regarded as more likely than the
latter. I have my doubts, however, about the traditional interpretation of the so-called
Gishiwajinden.

That is the reason why I propose another interpretation of a geographical location of
Yamatai, the capital of the kingdom of Wa.

In accordance with the established theory, the total distance from Tai-fang prefecture to
Yamatai, where a Queen holds her court, is 12,000-odd li. By the way, on the one hand, the
distance from the country of Fumi to Yamatai, which is partial of the total distance mentioned
above, is estimated to be about 1,300 li. On the other hand, the Gishiwajinden describes that
the same journey as above takes 30 days by water and one month by land. To be brief, the
distance of about 1,300 li is inconsistent with that of about 2 months’ journey, for the latter is
presumed to be supposedly mendacious rumours started by the Wa people.

In conclusion, my opinon is as follows; Himiko, Wa ruler friendly to Wei, holds her court in
the country of Yamaka (FFF&3%[E), which is different from the country of Yamatai CHBE %
[#), namely, Yamaichi (#8FZ [E) in the Gishiwajinden. Undoubtedly in Yamato area, there
existed the country of Yamatai, which is either the predecessor or the beginnings of the Yamato

dynasty.
Key words : Sanguozhi, Wei Zhi, Wajinden, Yamatai, Himiko
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