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Interpretation and Analyzation of the Gishiwajinden

in the Sanguozhi

Shosuke Tanaka

[Abstract]

This paper is written with intent to interpret and analyze in detail the Gishiwajinden in its
entirety.

According with the established theory, the total distance from Tai-fang prefecture to the
country of Yamatai (ff/5¥5[E), where Himiko, Queen of Wa, supposedly holds her court, is
12,000-o0dd. 1i.

However, this theory is not reasonable, I think.

The reason why is that the Gishiwajinden describes as follows: the distance, 12,000-odd 1i, is
from the prefecture to the Queen’s country, which is, I believe, another name of the country of
Yamaka (JfH3%E), supposedly located in Northern Kyushu.

Undoubtedly in Yamato area, there existed the country of Yamatai, namely, Yamaichi (88
FZIE) in the Gishiwajinden.

However, the country of Yamaichi is not the Queen’s country, but the predecessor of Yamato
dynasty.

By the way, as “the Queen of Wa" and as “the Wa ruler friendly to Wei", Himiko reigned

over the union of Wa ({£3#L{5) for about sixty years.
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