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The Huai-jun Garrison in the Capital’s Outer Defenses: Focusing on the
Relationship between the Imperial Court and the Sheng-jun from 1870

NENASHI SHINTARO

ABSTRACT

After the Tianjin Massacre of 1870, the Qing imperial court appointed Li
Hong-Zhang (45¥6%%) as Viceroy of Zhili (IE#¢). When Li assumed this
office, the Huai-jun (%), which was a New Army under his direct
command, also moved to Zhili with him. In this way, the Huai-jun became
increasingly integrated into the defensive lines around the capital, Beijing.

Amid a number of diplomatic crises, the Huai-jun garrison gradually
expanded the camp. Eventually, the army became the critical element in the
capital’s outer defenses. It lasted for around 25 years, until Li Hong-Zhang'’s
downfall following China’s defeat in the First Sino-Japanese War.

The largest and toughest of the Huai-jun’s units was the Sheng-jun (%%
#). Commanded by General Zhou Sheng-Chuan (J&E%f3), this unit was
continuously stationed in the capital's defensive outposts of Xiaozhan (/]N3ifi)
and Machang (Hi{). As such, it was indispensable to the defense of the
capital. Yet despite its importance, the Sheng-jun was extremely unstable.

Trouble first arose in 1877, when a mutiny occurred in the Sheng-jun and
Yong (5) deserted. The incident was allegedly a reaction to General Zhou
Sheng-Chuan’s embezzlement and exploitation. Li Hong-Zhang, as overall
commander of the Huai-jun, dismissed the charges against General Zhou
Sheng-Chaun. However, there were later impeachments concerning

embezzlement and exploitation in the Sheng-jun.



In response to these impeachments, the Qing imperial court left the
investigation entirely to Li Hong-Zhang. Ultimately, Zhou Sheng-Chuan was
not accused of a crime, and Sheng-jun continued to be stationed in the same
area. It was reasoned that, even if mutinies or escapes were to occur, they
would head to their homeland.

In 1882, more impeachments were brought due to embezzlements. At
the same time, however, it was feared that, in case of emergency, the Sheng-
jun would commit mutiny and threaten the security of Beijing. Thus, while
the court regarded the Sheng-jun as essential to the defense of Beijing, it
realized that the troops were a potential security threat to the capital.

Moreover, during the impeachments in 1884, it was indicated that Zhou
Sheng-Chuan was beyond the control of even Li Hong-Zhang. This
development prompted the imperial court to completely alter its attitude;
rather than entrusting the matter to Li Hong-Zhang as before, the court
investigated the Sheng-jun directly. During this time, China was in the midst
of the Sino-French War, and the imperial court had regarded the Sheng-jun as
a clear threat to the dynasty.

After the Sino-French War ended, when peace in Zhili and the
surroundings of Beijing worsened due to disarmament, the Sheng-jun
remained the core component of the capital's defenses. However, the
imperial court remained no less wary of the Sheng-jun, and its misgivings
were laid bare during emergency times following the First Sino-Japanese War.
During the war, the court replaced the Sheng-jun with the Ding-Wu-jun (7€
) in the capital’s defensive outposts of Xiaozhan and Machang. The Ding-
Wu-jun was created by and positioned under the direct command of the
imperial court. In this sense, the imperial court was taking control of the
capital’s defense.

This paper examines the capital’s outer defenses at the time, focusing on
the actions of the Sheng-jun and the imperial court’s reaction to them. In this
way, the paper aims to obtain insights into the relationship between the central

imperial court and peripheral administration in the Late Qing.
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