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One aspect of the lease of Port Arthur and Dalny by Russia

HIRONO Y OSHIHIKO

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this article is to review the historical process of the lease
of Port Arthur and Dalny by Russia, mainly relying on a recently published
“Port Arthur and Dalney 1894-1904, the last colonial plan of the Russian
empire.” This reference book contains hundreds of unpublished materials
taken from Archive of imperial Russian foreign policy, Russian national
military archives, Russian national historical archives, and Russian national
naval archives, and so on.

Firstly, the initiative of the lease belongs to the Russian Foreign minister,
M.N.Muraviev. Finance minister, S.Iu, Witte insisted on the responsibility of
Muraviev in the catastrophe in Manchuria and in the war with Japan in his
memoirs. Witte criticized Muraviev in his threatening way to China to get
the ports. He stressed his peaceful penetration in China as the best policy.
But the difference between the two measures is very negligible from the point
of view of China.

Secondly, the decision-making process in Russia was analyzed. In this,
war minister A.N.Kuropatkin played a considerable role in deciding on the
scale of leased land, the use of the newly acquired ports, and so on. In
contrast, the naval minister was very passive. From the start, the Russian
navy had been interested in not Port Arthur but the southeast side of the

Korean peninsula. During the negotiation between Russia and China, the
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commander of the Russian Pacific squadron recited the defects of Port Arthur.
Considering that activities of the Russian Navy in the south of the Korean

peninsula would irritate Japan, Muraviev tried to stop them.
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