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The Diaries of Maria Feodorovna (1914-1918)

HIRONO Y OSHIHIKO

ABSTRACT

Maria Feodorovna was the wife of Tsar Alexander III and the mother of
Tsar Nicholas 1. Her diaries were published as “Married to the Tsar. The
Diary of Alexander III's Wife", which contains entries from 1914 to 1918.
The title of this work seems a little strange since Alexander III was already
gone by this time, and the reign of Nicholas II had begun. However, it was a
turbulent period in Russia, namely the First World War, the fall of the
Romanov dynasty, and subsequently the socialist revolution.

This article mainly relies on them to describe a history from the
perspective of Empress Maria. These diaries contain mainly descriptions of
her daily life, her active work as President of the Red Cross, and her life in
captivity after the revolution, and not much of political content. Her only
active political role during this period was to persuade Nicholas II not to
accept the post of Supreme Commander of the Russian Armed Forces at the
time when the war situation was unfavorable for Russia. ~She feared that this
decision would not only not be in the best interest of Russia or the Imperial
family, but would also be seen as an initiative of Gregory Rasputin.
However, her attempts to persuade him failed.

In contrast, contemporaries had high expectations for Empress Maria to
play a political role. For example, she was expected to persuade Nicholas II

to stop the political intervention of Empress Alexandra and Gregory Rasputin



and to organize a government that would gain the confidence of the Duma. It
is true that Empress Maria also felt bitter about the political intervention of
Empress Alexandra and Rasputin. She was also hoping that the high-ranking
nobles would remonstrate with Nicholas. However, she was reluctant to
engage in such activities. Perhaps she felt that she had no influence and did

not want her son to suffer.
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WHERS), =394 (- InAey 1 FKA) BRElC=a35 - v,
ISR (23T 2] ICHOLWAHREERESLDZ, X, MhEY
72 E 2 VELZT 2R 3T TER72TTHS !
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13) Ibid, p.1558.
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