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Diaries of Grand Duke Mikhail Alexandrovich (1916-1918)

HIRONO Y OSHIHIKO

ABSTRACT

Grand Duke Mikhail Alexandrovich was the third son of Tsar Alexander
III and brother of Tsar Nicholas II. He was expected to support the dynasty
as a general and be obedient to the emperor. Indeed, he did absolutely
nothing on the political front. In his personal life, however, he shook the
dignity of the dynasty by marrying a once-divorced commoner, against the
emperor's order. Because of this marriage, he was exiled from Russia,
deprived of his privileges and position. However, after the outbreak of World
War 1, he appealed to the Tsar to return to Russia and to fight for his country,
even as a soldier. He was allowed to return and served as cavalry divisions
commander in the Caucasus region.

Now his diaries and letters from December 1916 to June 1918 have been
translated into English and published as a book. The purpose of this paper is
to determine what the Grand Duke thought and did after Gregorius Rasputin's
death and during the February and October Revolutions, based on his diaries
and other documents.

Although he was not active in political activities, in November 1916 he
wrote to the Tsar that the situation is serious and that in order to win the
support of the people in Russia, it was necessary to eliminate the influence of
unpopular ministers and the empress, and asked him to name ministers who

had the support of the people. But there was no response; when the
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revolution broke out in February 1917, he begged the Tsar to appoint Prince
Lvov as prime minister and to organize a responsible ministry with the advice
of leading moderate politicians. Grand Duke Mikhail believed that these
measures were the only way to save the dynasty. Grand Duke Pavel issued a
similar proclamation, proposing a transition to a constitutional monarchy.
Grand Duke Mikhail agreed. Nicholas II decided instead to send a large
force led by General Ivanov to quell the chaos, and he himself tried to go to
the capital. These efforts proved futile, however, as on March 3, 1918, to
everyone's surprise, Nicholas II decided to give the throne not to his son but to
his younger brother, Grand Duke Mikhail. Mikhail had refused to take the
throne, partly on the advice of many ministers of the Provisional Government.
Thereafter, Grand Duke Mikhail retreated to his home in Gatchina, near
Petrograd. He led a relatively peaceful life. However, on three occasions
he was detained with his family because of the political situation; on the third
occasion, he and his private secretary were exiled to Perm, Siberia. There, in
June 1918, he was kidnapped and killed. The local Bolsheviks feared that the
White Army would seize the Grand Duke.
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otz RAFEIEE BRI ZWHORPRHAZ %K TWAE I EDHRT
Bz, RASIZIZHSH. 74 M FVEBEL, &hT T +vF—
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3) Michael Romanov: Brother of the Last Tsar, Diaries and Letters, 1916-1918, translated
by Helen Azar, Washington D.C., 2020.
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4) Donald Crawford, The Last Tsar Emperor Michael I1, Scotts Valley, 2012, pp.125-126.
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LMD (FIHFY [0y 778G -~ oy F—F 19174 2 J] femtt. 2018
EL122H),
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dobkdbIngrtudyryaosblix, vV T - X=T 0T FORE
WX EI PR THE, KELu Yy Y aofRIE, )T - /8-
YUY FOBRICAYORTTHLF ) VRAIKCLESATWZY, <)
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5) The Reign of Rasputin: An Empire’s Collapse Memoirs of M. V. Rodzianko, translated
by Catherine Zvegintzoff, London, 1927, pp.245-247.

6) Mark D. Steinberg, Vladimir M. Khrustalev, The Fall of the Romanovs: Political
Dreams and Personal Struggles in a Time of Revolution, Yale, 1995, p.93.
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TRIGDEMTH Do HOHYOFRBIT %R\,

KAOHFDPS, EHI2=a5 4 OAFEHET L ROMHTS Y5,
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7) The Reign of Rasputin, pp.248-255.
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B TY, ERICBVT, MLWEEMTDNLLL, RIS TL
A Ll R7 ] FAFUI0OHICIE. SORIC, =354 DWIETHAT
L%y R 3 nfuay 4 F (Alexander Mikhailovich) KAAY, =2
FGAMBEOLETLIH Y FIRFLHEE LT, BFPEROEIHEEAST
WHEWIEERRZ TS, THICH L TR [RitRZ it LeEd
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YA %L F U —72 (Maurice Paléologue) dIVTw7z, 3 A5 HIZ, [&RKT
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12) Richard Pipes, The Russian Revolution, New York, 1990, p.542.
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